Hydroxyapatite-coated femoral components in total knee arthroplasty: medium term results.
Thirty-six consecutive total knee arthroplasties with hydroxyapatite (HA)-coated femoral components were prospectively followed up according to a standardised protocol for a mean period of 10 years (range, 7-11 years). Clinical and radiologic examination was performed at each follow-up evaluation. One patient (1 knee) was lost to follow up at 7 years, and 4 other patients (6 knees) died. Radiographs were studied for signs of loosening and presence of lucencies. Survival analysis was performed using a life table with revision as the criterion for failure. Two knees (1 patient) were revised because of aseptic loosening. The tibial component of one other knee was revised because of osteolysis in the medial tibial condyle. In the remaining knees, no radiologic evidence of loosening was seen. The survival of the femoral component at a mean follow-up time of 7 years, when 31.5 knees were at risk, was 94% with revision for femoral aseptic loosening as the end point. At 10 years, when 24 knees were at risk, the survival remained 94%.